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Concise Encyclopedia: Biology, translated
and revised by Thomas A. Scott (1287 pages
plus 48 plates, February 1996), was originally
published by F. A. Brockhaus Verlag in Leipzig
under the title ABC Biologie. Scott’s translation
adds newly discovered animal species and re
places the German citations with English-lan
guage references. The 7,000 descriptions in
cluded here are technical and more detailed
than the w ord “concise” in the title w ould lead
you to believe. Each taxonom ic category is
defined in terms of its morphology, physiol
ogy, phylogenetic relationships, distribution,
and ecological and economic importance. Mod
ern topics in classical and m odern genetics are
covered, including the molecular biology of
gene cloning; similarly, biochemistry, m etabo
lism, earth history, evolution, ecology, and bio
geography are well represented. The 1,200
drawings, formulas, and tables enhance under
standing. This volume is a worthy companion
to de Gruyter’s Concise Encyclopedia: Chemis
try (1994). $99.95. Walter de Gruyter, Inc., 200
Saw Mill River Rd,, Hawthorne, NY 10532. ISBN
3-11-010661-2.

Jane's International Defence Directory,
1996, edited by Ian Tandy (1109 pages, 13th
522/C&RL News

Pa n-Africa n Chronology, by Everett Jen
kins Jr. (440 pages, February 1996), outlines
the history of African people and their struggles
for freedom throughout the world, from Portu
guese expansion in 1400 to the Thirteenth
A mendment abolishing slavery in 1865. Jenkins
discovered that most histories of African Ameri
cans isolated them from the rest of the global
diaspora that included African, Chinese, East
Indian, Iberian, Dutch, British, Mexican, Cana
dian, and other movements. His chronicle of
events is peppered with commentary, statistics,
and extracts from docum ents that p u t the
struggle in a wider perspective. W ithout this
insight, the misinformation and false assump
tions in history textbooks (as Jam es W. Loewen
pointed out in Lies My Teacher Told Me, New
Press, 1995) will be perpetuated and cinematic
stereotypes enforced. Put this one next to The
People’s Chronology on the reference shelf.
$49.95. McFarland & Co., Box 611, Jefferson,
NC 28640. ISBN 0-7864-0139-7. ■

George Eberhαrt is editor and compiler of The
Whole Library Handbooks for ALA Editions (1991,
1995). He served as editor o f C&RL News from 1980
to 1990.

Search more!
More of the data you
need is now on the web.
Ei CompendexWeb.
Here’s th e world's m ost com prehensive
engineering database, with fixed-price
searching in the online environment of the
WWW, directly from Ei. And now Ei has
added backfiles to 1980, with an additional
1.5 million abstracts!

http://www.ei.org
T hat’s the hot-wired address th at leads
you to a free trial of Ei CompendexWeb
directly from its publisher, Engineering
Information Inc. CompendexR,electronic
twin of the print Engineering Index,
stands alone in its coverage of the world’s
im portant engineering literature. Ei
CompendexWeb is for all those who’d
rath er point and click. It features two
search modes: Expert, for experienced
searchers, and Assisted, for others.

Quality you can measure
Besides offering unm atched flexibility in
ways to access its data, Ei Compendex
d atabase ensures outstanding accuracy,
benchm ark indexing, unsurpassed
currentness, and depth and coverage
unique am ong engineering databases.
For details on our quality m easures or
m ore information, contact Ei through our
hom e page at th e URL given above.
Or at: One Castle Point Terrace, Hoboken,
NJ 07030 USA, tel: 800-221-1044,
fax: 201-216-8532, e-mail<ei@ei.org>

Engineering Inform ation Inc.
The data you need
in the form you want
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Jean M ontgom ery, Librarian
Bridgew ater Raritan High School, New Jersey

A Reality

Opening a new or expanding an existing

requirements, time frame in which to complete

school library media center is a time consum

the collection, and any special requirements.

ing process involving many steps crucial to a
successful outcome. At Baker & Taylor, we

For a complete information kit on Baker &

know the questions to ask so nothing is over

Taylor’s Opening Day Collection program

looked. We have the resources, experience,

for schools, call Information Services at

and top-level professionals to help guide you

(800) 775-1800 or e-mail us at btinfo@baker-

every step of the way.

taylor.e-mail.com.

Just call Baker & Taylor. Your personal
Opening Day Collection Coordinator will work
with you to determine the projected size of
the collection, selection needs, degree of auto
mation planned, cataloging and processing

